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Report on Meeting with Captain ERNST PEJEil HEDEL, »• '*•/>.' <■ 
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1. Riedel said he still had misgivings about " full co- 
operation" with us, especially as to anything which would 
offend his oath as a German officer. However, he said he would 
like to work with us after the war If he thought we were work- 
ing along lines with which he concurred. Among items as to 
which he could cooperate with us, he mentioned an Item which 
had been under discussion; it is the gathering, and procuring 
others to gather, information concerning Nazis and the Ges- 
tapo, such as the identification of personnel and records, 
and places as to where records are concealed. He alsc has an 
idea that after the war ends he might write a book of memoirs 
concerning hi9 experiences and observations In America, relat- 
ing among other things the state of military unpreparecnj>ss 
which existed not only in the United States, but also lu Can- 
ada and Great Britain in 153& and 1939 > an| 4 in the. United 
States as late as 1940. He would also tell of the reception 
he had in Germany on his return there in 1942 when, as he 
says, he told the German authorities of America's huge war 
preparations and what could be exoected in the way of results. 
Kis principal purpose in all this, he says, would be to des- 
troy the myth Hitler and his gang built in the German people's 
mind as to "International encirclement of Germany." Riedel 
does not believe that an effective and continuing activist 
underground can be developed in Germany at this time. He 
believes the people are too weary of war to want to continue 
fighting once the issue has been decided. Further, he believes 
that such an underground is successful only if fed, nourished 
and directed, and supplied from some sustained outside base. 
Another negative factor against the possibility of a success- 
ful underground is th at G ermany is thickly populated and it 
would be relatively dllffi.cult , if not Impossible, to effect- 
ively keen such an organization going when s. large nrono^tlor 






part of the expected conquerers, particularly the Americans 
and the British. However, says he, should we Join with the 
prospective Van si it art Plan and as a consequence really leave 
the German people either to "stew in their own Juice, " or ec- 
onomically so restrict them that no civilized life could sur- 
vive, then he believes an activist movement would arise of It 
self; and thereafter those Germans who had indicated willing- 
ness to work with us would gradually, either of t' ..’dr -.own ^vol- 
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itlon or because of. the opprobrium of being designated as col- 
laborators, be forced to terminate further cooperation. A 
state of tension and perhaps an ill-concealed state of war 
would arise between the occupying forces and the local popula- 
tion. He added that it will be very unfortunate if we bring 
in American colored troops, stating that the experience fol- 
lowing the occupation of World War 1, when French Colonial 
Troops were brought in, is evidence of the serious consequences 
of this possibility. He doe3 believe that punishment and ex- 
ecution of established war criminals will have no bad effect 
in a conquered Germany. In fact, if the facts concerning the 
individuals and their acts were well publicized it might result 
in much good. He says the German public is quite completely 
unaware of the cruelties which have been inflicted on innocent 
people by the Gestapo in occupied countries. 

2. With regard to information of the moment from Germany, 
Riedel says that recently the Nazis and the Gestapo took over 
the German intelligence services. This was accomplished, he 
said, under the guise of streamlining these services, and in 
the new organization the control positions have all been filled 
with Nazis and Gestapo. In the new intelligence organizations 
the established service branches such as Military Intelligence, 
etc., have become only supplementary sub-divisions. 

3 . The following is not absolutely clear to the author, 
but is related for whatever value it may have to those branches 
of our services which may tie in with this information: 

•Riedel' spje the new chief of all intelligence services 
is Brigade-Fuhrer^Streckenbach. Streckenbach succeeded Colonel 
lHansen who was executed for having been involved in the Hitler 
v 'assassination plot. Riedel says Canaris is in disfavor and may 
have been implicated in the plot, but that the evidence against 
him was apparently too weak to warrant positive action. Riedel 
says the Air Intelligence Service (Luftwaffe-Fuhrungsstab) lost 
its chief in the recent plot. The new chief of this branch 
Is Kreipe. According to Riedel , the L-F is divided into two 
divisions: one for 'western Eurooe and the other for Eastern 
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e organization as a whole is divided into: 
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EINST i-$T 

2INST I— C - (Chief is Colonelf\V/odarg, who is 

about 39 years of age and very am- 
V\ P bitious) 

Color Engineer* Schwencke Is the chief of the Tech- 
nical Branch, covering foreign- countries. (He is a friend of 
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Riedel and was AssistaiTf Air Attache in the German Embassy in 
London about 193$ )• Schwencke later served under Milch, who 
is now number twonman under Speer. Schwencke 1 s superior in a 
certain way is *bnel Diesing, a Ritterkreuz can and in some sense 
a successor to Udet. Diesing is about 32 or 3^ years of age. 
Riedel believes Wodarg is about equal, perhaps sllghA&ajjabove 
Diesing, in rank. The chief of L-F We st is a Majorfwin aged 
about 32 years. The chief ofnall Air Attaches accredited to 
foreign countries is a Major j^lerkowltz, who is about JO years 
of age. As an additional note on the general organization of 
intelligence under Streckenbach, Riedel says it is divided into 
five branches - A, B, C, D and E: 



"A" covers organization administration and is headed 
by an Obersturmannsfuhrer; 

"B" covers West and is headed by Major Owe, whose pre- 
decessor, incidentally, was Involved in the assassination plot: 
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"C" covers East and is headed by MaJor\Uhletz who is 
a General Staff officer and is a member of the SS; 

"D" covers count er-intelligenc e, and the chief of this 
branch is the man who freed Mussolini; 

"E" covers communications such as radio, W/T, etc. 

4. As an incidental note that the German people do not 
believe 9tories about the attrocities committed by the Gestapo, 
Riedel cited the German airplane manufacturer, Bucks r, who 
recently visited ir. Stockholm and who was horror-stricken 
when he saw some comments in the Swedish press as to the German 
attrocities. (Incidentally, Sucker was the German industrial- 
ist who after the last world war established a German airplane 
factory in Malmo, Sweden). 

05.-H In discussing Gestapo personnel in Sweden, Riedel says 
a Von\Gossler, nominally a railroad offlo^al, is considered the 






— a job of watching German Legation personnel. Colone]f» Wagner 
and CaptalnHUtermark are members of the Abwehr. Wagner was re- 
cently on the skids but his removal was postponed. The pay- 
master of tha German Intelligence services in Stockholm until 
recently was^Fichte, who, because of certain local conditions, 
was recalled. Kraemer'^jjr probably a Party man and was formerly 
connected with the Gauleiter of Hamburg. Rlededv 1 s new intelli- 
gence chief in Stockholm is a man by the name oT\Wenzlau, about 
43 years of age, who formerly worked five years In the admin- 
istrative division of th eir Intelligence, and was at one time 
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statloned In Portugal. He is a personal friend of Kraemer. 
MaJor^Golcher is one of th|»superior new intelligence officers 
in Sweden. With him is on<£Thienemann who succeeded Major 
Busch. Thienemann is not a member of the Abwehr, end is per- 
haps in Sweden largely because of the fact that his mother is 
Swedish. 

6. As an Illustration of the Air Losses Reports which 
the German Air Ministry sends to its attaches abroad, there 
Is the following. The figures without the parentheses are 
the German losses, and the figures within the parentheses are 
the Allied losses: 



WEST 
Aug. 51: 


- 4 


( 5 ) 


EAST 
5 - (56) 


Total for Aug. , 
(Over Reich): 


- 79 S 


(1S6S ) 




Sect. 1: 


- 7 


(6) 


0 - (so) 


" * 2: 


0 


(2) 


1 - (32) 


" 3 : 


0 


( 5 ) 


2 - (32) 


" 4 and 

5 combined: 


- 4 


( 33 ) 


2 - ( 73 ) 


Sept. 6: 


0 


<5 1 


2 - (36) 



- 155 - 




